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Information for Adult members and parents
This information sheet is to give you general information about Woodcraft Folk and in particular to inform you of our child protection policy.

The Woodcraft Folk in common with other organisations working with young people are required to have a national child protection policy. As part of this, local Woodcraft groups have drawn up local plans for the implementation of this policy. This information sheet is to inform you of our childcare policy and how we wish to implement it. We also hope to ‘fill in the gaps’ of your understanding of the Woodcraft Folk movement if you and your children have recently joined. It also includes information about our weekly group meetings and the ways in which parents/guardians can help the group.

The Woodcraft Folk – a brief introduction

The Woodcraft Folk is an educational movement of children, young people and adults. The movement is based on ideas of peace in our world, equality amongst the peoples of the world and co-operation between them. Woodcraft Folk also have a strong commitment to protecting our environment. The movement began in 1925 and throughout its history has had links with the Co-operative movement. It is entirely independent of any religious or political group.

We hold weekly meetings during the school terms when we play games, sing songs, explore the local green spaces, tell stories, do craft work and exchange news and ideas. We look at different topics and work on projects throughout the year. As the children continue in the Woodcraft Folk they may work towards some of the Woodcraft badges which describe some of the themes and activities of the Folk. We hold regular camping trips when we meet with other Woodcraft Groups. The Woodcraft Folk is divided into four age ranges: Elfins (6-9 years), Pioneers (10-12 ears), Venturers (13-16 years) and District Fellows (over 16 years).

Details of group night. Times, cost and group contact etc.

Supervision of the meetings.

Our Child protection policy requires us to follow certain practices intended to reduce the risks to children in our care. Group night meetings are led by a minimum of two registered leaders. In addition we encourage parents to help with one or two meetings per term. For all activities there are always two adults present. Wherever possible we will have both male and female leaders present.

We very much welcome the participation of parents. It helps with the smooth running of the session and of course enables you to see what we do at Woodcraft.

Adult membership.

We are lucky to have the support of many parents at our activities. We do not require you to become an adult member if you come to less than four sessions per term or come to help at an occasional non residential outing. However in order to comply with government guide lines for voluntary children’s organisations, we do require all adults who help on a regular basis or who wish to come on any residential outings (i.e. camping or youth hosteling) to be members. The fee for adult membership is currently £15 waged, £8 unwaged.

Weekly meetings.
At least two adult members will be at the venue to receive the children at the start of the meeting. National guidelines require that no adult is left alone in charge of a child(ren) at any point. If only one adult member is present then please wait with your child until the other adults have arrived.

Please bring you children to the hall for start time. We usually have a lot of activities and games to fit in so it is helpful if we can start on time with everyone there.

Please be back at the hall for 7pm to pick up your child. If you have asked someone else to pick up your child please inform the leader at the beginning of the meeting.

Discipline within the group

Our policy on discipline within the group is that:

1. We encourage a sense of responsibility amongst the entire group, recognising that the success of the meetings depends on the co-operation of all.

2. We actively discourage verbal insults and challenge ‘put downs’ used by any members at the expense of others.

3. No form of corporal punishment is allowed, nor is any violent or aggressive behaviour to be tolerated or to go unchallenged.

4. A sense of group responsibility is fostered through discussion amongst the group and through the example of the leaders.

5. All members of the group are entitled to the respect of others.

6. In cases of continued poor or antisocial behaviour, the leaders may need to impose certain sanctions. These are in order

· Exclusion from an activity.

· Exclusion from a meeting or series of meetings.

· Permanent exclusion from the group.

With the exception of being excluded form an activity, such sanctions would occur only after consultation with the parent/guardian of the child and a discussion with the child. Sanctions are imposed after a warning has been given.

We welcome the active involvement of parents in examining our policy on discipline within the group.

Health forms

We require a health form to be completed for every child in the group. The completed forms are held by the named contact of the group and the information held on these forms is shared with other leaders on a ‘need to know’ basis. We also need an additional health form for any residential visit your child attends. These forms are handed out well in advance of any visits and must be returned to the leader beforehand. These forms will be held by the person responsible for first aid on the trip.

Folk Costume

The Woodcraft Folk is a costumed organisation. Members are encouraged to wear folk costume but no member is compelled to do so. Folk costume consists of a green shirt with a Folk badge on it. Both sew on badges and green shirts are available through the Woodcraft Folk.

Transport

If members own cars are to be used for transport, all passengers will have their own seat with seat belts. Adult members may take children other than their own provided that their insurance cover provides for this. Parent helpers may take children other than their own provided that we have written permission form the children’s parents.

Consent Forms

Please make sure that the consent form for any outing has been returned before the event. This slip will include permission for a parent helper to take your child in their car.

Residential visits

Camping trips take part in the school holidays and range form big international camps with thousands of Woodcrafters form many countries to local district camps with other groups in the area. Please remember that all adults coming on residential visits must be adult members. Consent/Health forms will be required for any child attending a residential visit.

Attendance

If your child can not attend a meeting, please let one of the leaders know beforehand if possible. If your child is absent for three or more meetings and there is no reason given then your child’s place may be given to another child on the waiting list.

Concerns of Parents and children

We want the meetings to be a time when children can express their thoughts and feelings freely. However there may be concerns that your child feels unwilling to discuss in the group. We strongly encourage parents to talk with one of the leaders should there be any concerns voiced by their child related to their coming to Woodcraft, or indeed if the parents themselves wish to voice their concern over anything.

